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No excellence in mere teaching 'ability can atone for a neg-
lect of a pupil's physi~al comfort. No technical rule of good 
order should debar a child, in winter, from the privilege of keep-
ing himself warm and dry. It is not unusual, especially in coun-
try schools, for children to enter the school room chilled, or 
with damp feet and clothing. Without noting the iq1possibility 
ot devoting the mind to study while the body is in a state of 
discomfort, let It be recollected how easy it is to induce the most 
serious diseases by neglecting the commonest requirements of 
. phYSIcal comfort. . 
One of the pleasantest scenes in our memory is one that ".'e 
observed in a primary school in one of our smaller cities, It was 
an unusually cold day in mid·winter. On entering the room, 
we observed a rack near the stove, over which were thrown the 
various wrappings of the little ones; hoods, shawls, mittens, 
comforters, etc., all nicely warming by the fire. Next the wall 
was a long row of tiny rubbers, each little pair in its place, and 
these, too, ~ade dry for their owners. When the time for dis-
mission drew near, several children, selected for the purpose, 
distributed these wrappings and shoes, and then the robing for 
the storm was the instant occupation 01 the whole school. When 
som~ little one could not adju~t her own clothing, the teacher, 
' like a good mother, would come to her aid, and tie the hood, 
draw on the mittens and rubbers, and fasten the comforter snugly 
about the Beck. At last, when all were ready, they passed out 
into the storm, and thence to their homes, where, we doubt n'ot, 
. many, a blessing was pronounced on the head of this good teacher. 
The impossibility experienced by some minds, of looking at 
both sides of a 'great educational question, is strikingly illustrat-
' ed by a re.cent attack on Michigan University, made by the 
editor of the Scientific Monthly, in the course bf a review: of th~ 
late commencement address by Bishop Harris. This criticism 
assumes that this university is largely given over to the study of 
medireval rubbish, to the exclusion of subjects thaf have a 'liv-
ing, practical interest to the young men of the day; We}l in-
formed persons know that scient,ific studies receive marked 
and even very prominent attention in Michigan Univl!rsity; and 
that a fear is en tel tained by . some of the best friends of sound 
learning, that classical studies are in ' danger of being thrust into 
the background. 
In a letter to the Scientific Monthly, Professor Adams shows 
that while the teaching force in the classical department has re-
mained the same in number for several years, th~ . number of 
instructors in scientific subjects has been greatly increased within 
the same period. 
It is possible that to be a reformer a man must be blinded to 
all but one phase of a great truth. Pestalozzi declared that lie 
had "tllrned the European car of education quite round and set 
it in a new direction." Mr. Parker asserts that teachers must 
have absolute freedom in the choice of methods; and Ml'. Adams 
has discovered that the time table is the deadly foe to progress 
in the art of superintendence. The astonishing thing about our 
very recent educational reformers is that those who speak with 
the most assurance, and whose condemnation of existing systems 
is most absolute, have no practical acquaintance with the edu- ' 
s ating art. Ignorance of actual school affairs seems to fit 'one for . 
an independent criticism of schools, as Charles Lamb's advice 
to the reviewer · was ,not to read the book be was about to 
criticise, lest by so doing he mightbe prejudiced. A safe rule 
is to distrust all partisan utterances on educational questions. 
A problem so complex as that of human culture can.. be fairly . 
di~cussed only iIi a catholic spirit. We incur 'no risk in assum-
ing that a system of instruction which has given to the world 
very many, if not the greater number, of its WIsest <lond best 
men for successive generations, is. in the main, a rational course 
of culture. '1'0 ask whether the modern boy shall study the 
classics alone or science alone, is like asking whether he shaH 
be fed on a diet exclusively of meat or exclusively of 'bread. Give 
him both meat and bread I 
======= 
"Hi.nts for Home R~ading" (G. P. Putnam's Sons New' 
York) is an admirable! little book that all teachers shouid own ' 
and read. It will help them to direct their own reading if they 
are. already buyers of books, or will inspire them with-a·desire 
to ~ead good boolls, if they have the misfortune to be deficient 
in the scholarly spirit. This book is also. one of the best that 
ca!,l ~e placed on the teacher's table, for occasional reading 
when the routine work ·of the school drags, and pupils need a 
new sensation. The wholesome doctrine set forth in these 
essays, if presented to this generation of school childre~, would 
com~ct many of the evils that ,are sure to follow in- the wake of 
our inconsiderate newspaper reading. 
Recently we took occasion to ask hbw many of a~ assembly 
of about fifty teachers had . ever read a siJD)?le book hearl~g . 
directly on the aft of teacliing. We were surprised' and not ' , 
a little mortified to learn that only 'two out of the number If~ 
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ever read even one book of this character. We have long EDUCA'TION MANY-SIDED. 
l The closing portion of an Address before the Worcester County Teachers' 
Association, fitchburg, Mass., Oct. 16, 1880.] _ 
, believed that there is no sufficient ground for including the 
great mass of teachers in what may be called the literary class. 
As a class, they have not the literary tabit, they neither buy nor 
read good books. ALBERT PRESCOTT MARBLE, Supt. of Schools, Worcester, Mass. 
Mr. Charles Dudley Warner e~presses the opinion that "the THE important part of reading, then, is the power ~o duly 
extent of the read~ng habit is much overestimated even in read- apprehend what the writer means. This power needs a great 
, ing countries." * * * * deal of cultivation. It should be the aim constantly after the 
"I believe," he goes on to say, "that the majority of business very first steps ;-and in the ,early stages as well as all along. 
men read a book very ' rarely; the majority of young men in The importance ' of this part of reading should not, however, 
business and in ~ociety I fancy lead little-they do not give make us lose sight of the other part-a, good expression and 
their evenings to reading, and are not apt to take up a book management of the voice. After the first has been attained, it 
unless it becqmes , the talk of society. People who spend a is in this last that vocal reading or oral reading con~ists. 
great deal of money on dress, or dinners, or amusements, would Another sense in which reading is spoken of in connection 
think it extravagant to buy a book, and if one is' commended with education and schools is the silent reading or devouring of 
to them they will wait ~ilf they can borrow it or get it from a books by which we get information and entertainment. Some 
library. They do not hesitate two minutes' about an ordinary people clamor for more readirig of this kind in order that the , 
two-dollar dinner, but they will wait months to borrow a fifty pupils may become acquainted with the stores of knowledge laid 
cent book." up in books. This sounds reasonable; and it is reasonable. 
This reference to the habit of borrowing books recalls some On the other hand there are those who claim, not without 
advice which Mr. Lyman 'Abbott' gives in his introduction to reason, that it is quite likely many children are stuffed too much .. 
th.ese "Hints , on Home Reading". "In forming a library, if They read, and read, but they do not digest what they read. 
The mass of unsorted, unmasticated facts with which their minds your means are small, do not buy what you can beg or borrow' 
Depend, as Joseph Cook does * * * on public libr,aries are crammed~ is not assimilated; the mental fabric does not grow; 
* * * toe child 'is liable to a 'soit of intellectual night-mare. Is anyone 
, or on more fortunate, friends. Buy only what you 
CoUl not borrow." It, is not easy to see how one' can expect to prepared to say that this danger is not a real danger? Is it not 
, '. form a library if he adheres to Mr. Abbott's advice to "buy possible tha:.t the time has come to call a halt on the reading 
only what you cannot borrow." In such matters, we do 'not craze-this phase of it ? 
see what worse advice' can be given a young man. We think it If I have made myself understood thus far, Y0:1 will remember 
should be counted almost as disreputable to be an habitual that the subject of reading has been treated in its elementary, 
borrower of books as of clothing. One of the greatest . charms and in its more advanced stages; and that in each of these 
, of a library is the feeling of personal ownership, "these stages two or three methods or phases of the subject have been 
considered. Now, my obiect has been, not merely to 'give ~ 
, treasures are mine, bought with my . money, and money earned J 
by hard toil and saved with great difficulty." We do not dissertation on' the subject of reading, but to call attention to the 
envy the morar state of the man who prefers borrowing books fact that each of these phases contains a vital truth, and that no 
to ownhlg them. Mr. Abbott would have proved himself a ,one of them contains all the vital truths on the subject. -I have 
safer guide had he said, "borrow only those boob which you tried to illustrate by these remarks about reading that education 
cannot buy, but which you have need to read." even in this branch is many-sided. ' 
. . ,An~ther, suggestive quotation from Mr. Warner will furnish In ,a simIlar, way, the same idea might be illustrated with every . 
" food . for reflection to teachers in our higher institutions of other branch of study in our schools-but it would take too lang 
learning. . a time. 
, "A professor in one of our leading colleges told me not long, Let me illustrate by the methods o(teaching. I have in mind 
. ago that a freshman came to him, after he had' been recommend- a teacher who has been in school fitteen or twenty years. She 
ing certain books in the, literature class, and said he had never has acquired by long experience such wisdom and maturity that 
~ead a book." * * * * "Another professor in another she would not blush to say that she is thirty years of age . . 'In 
college, also , one of the highest in the country, told me more her school every t~ing is done with precision. If a boy stands 
recently that a sophomore who stood well in his class came to ask to read in a slip-shod way, he is made to stand erect; if he drawls 
hiill where he ,had obtained facts which he referred to in the and mumbles, the teacher pronounces the word distinctly and he 
class-reom. It came out that the young man never had read a . has to repeat after her; if his figures look slovenly, he must make 
book, ' didn't know what the sensation was, or how to set about them neatly; certain statements have to be made, in recitations, 
,it, and . had not the faintest conception of literature. ; He had after a given formula; and so forth. You will see in this out-
1)0 nofion of the pleasure and profit. to be got from reading~ line; the formal, routine, tread-mill, old· fashioned teacher. 
the world of books was absolutely beyond hiS imagination, and And now appears again our educational comet who disappeared 
he could not conceive what people found in it." a: while ago, in his eccentric orbit, into the limitless regions of 
" . _ . space. With one sweep of his majestic tail, he would sweep from 
. -He ~as 8:tting m ~e ~lor ~tIi li,~r when. a rooster crowed in the yard the educational sky, by the witchery of his philosophy, all the 
aDd, leamng ,over, he Bald, Chanticlerl "I WIsh you would; I'm sleepy as' ' cob-webs .of such old-fogy teachers as this. Away wiih all drill! 
I can be." He cleared •. 
. -A darker, who was atOQplnr to wash his hands in a creek, didn't notice Down with dull routine! The children must be "interested" I 
the pe~ actions of a goat just .behind; so when he scrambled out of the Much study is a weariness of the flesh. Our children look upon 
'triter and was asked how it happened, he ,~ered: "I dunny, 'xactIy; 'bUf school as a prison. They must learn to ldve their school I· Ana 
'. lpears as if de shore kinder h'isted '.d· Crowd me.' he remodels his schools on that basis. All the children siJ and 
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drink in the knowledge as he deals it out to them, diluted and 
sweetened. 
We can't help admitting the justness of much that he says 
about the interest which children should have in study, the irk-
someness of dull routine, mechanical teaching, and all that. But 
what if it turns out, as it sometimes does, that children fed on 
his pap do not thrive; that pupils taught on his plan do not know 
much, and are. not able to acquire knowledge when they leave 
school; that not having done any work for themselves they have 
no self-reliance? What if the pupils of the teacher thirty years 
old outstrip the others when they enter the high school, and out-
do them in the battle of life? What if intelligent parents prefer 
that old-fashioned teacher? What if the children-all who are 
not stupid or lazy-like that school? And what if the teachers 
in the grades above always prefer the scholars whom she has 
trained to exactness? Now, I have seen something of this kind. 
Mind you I am a believer in progress; I delight in what is bet-
ter and in what is new. But I am also coming to believe in some 
things that are old ;-not the old of stagnation and stupidity; 
_ not the old of rotten trees and toothless senility, but the old of 
mature fruit; the old of mellow wine. 
Our comet comes around again. This time he proposes to 
change the subjects of study, root and branch. Technical gram-
mar, he pronounces an abomination; geography, nonsense' 
arithmetic, confusion worse confounded; and spelling, nothin~ 
but barbarism. Science, nature, these are the only themes for 
youthful minds, he says; intellect is supreme; sentiments, feel-
ings, and all that, belong to savages only. And so we fill our 
school rooms with leaves and flowers, animals, insects, parts of 
beasts, and all sorts of stones. 
Now; what if it shall appear that the boy who has sharpened 
his wits with the dqr rubbish of ..technical grammar, to take the 
extreme case, shall prove able in unsnarling the threads of human 
affairs, to out-wit the other boy, in consequence of this' very dis-
agreeable drill? What if our new meteoric light, so diffusive 
and so wide-spread, proves to have no disc, as the astronomers 
say, nothing definite and tangible? What if this new luminary 
gives so uncertain a light that no image, but only a blur, has 
been photographed upon the minds in his care? 
I would not be understood as discouraging the study of nature, 
or any real improvement. We all know too well that dullness 
and stupidity reign too much ·in many a school. What I am try-
ing to impress upon you is that there is more than one side to 
all these questions ;-that education in all its aspects is many-
sided. 
in closing, a word of caution may be useful. No on'e should 
infer from these remarks that I mean for him . to be satisfied with 
the past, or that every new light is to be set aside. Progress in 
education is life. Standing still is going back; for the world 
moves on. The true doctrine is this from St. Paul: Prove all 
things; hold. fast that which is good. . 
"What a piece. of work is man! How noble in reason? How 
infinite in faculties! in form and moving how express and ad-
mirable!. in action how like an angel! in apprehension how like 
a god !" 
This is the kind· of matc::rial we work upon to form and mold. 
DENOMINATIONAL SCHOOLS. 
SUP'T AARON GOVE, D~nver, Colorado. 
A CLASS of meri are found, especially among clergymen, Prote~tant and Roman Catholic, who believe that a neces-
sity exists for denominational schools below the college grades. 
The reason most frequently assigned is, "to add to the ranks of' 
Christian ministers." We have read of no convention of a re-
ligious denomination, where some party did not put in a plea 
for academies controlled by sect. Baptist boys must be prep,ar-
ed for college in a Baptist preparatory school, Methodist in a . 
Methodist, and so on. 
It is difficult for one who is not imbued with partisan zeal for 
the success of his own church to see many reasons for establishing 
denominational schools, and yet many of our good meIi' are 
yearl y working and lecturing for their establishment. Years ago, 
when public-school education was second rate when few schools 
, ' , 
none outside the cities, could prepare boys for college, private 
schools were necessary. There is no reason to fear that sectarian 
schools can succeed; we say fear, for if private institutions of 
this c!ass could multiply and be prosperous, our system of pubHc 
schools would proportionally decline. 
The writer has recently heard an earnest and eminent advo-
cate for private high schools, affirm his belief that public high 
schools ought not to exist. He fought them in the Eastern states 
till the academies of New England became almost obliterated; 
for' the public high school o~ a fair field won the victory. A few 
time-honored and excellent institutions, like tophillip's" at Ex-
eter, N. H., and "Phillip's" at Andover, ~Mass., still tlouri$h. 
The West does need very few private ' high schools. Our 
small cities are yearly senping boys from the public school to 
college prepared without extra expense to their parents; during 
this preparation they have remained at home with the comforts 
and discipline of the family, and have entered 'college with as 
high standing, often higher, than has the average boy prepared . 
at the academy, and with as high degree of moral culture and 
Christian character. Ottawa, 111., has done this for many years: 
Peoria, 111., Princeton, 111., with scores of towns in the upper 
Mississippi Valley, are doing this annually. How much better 
would.a Methodist or Pr~sbyterian academy be for these boys, 
or thelr parents? Even If the same attainments were possessed 
when they entered college, the students would have been three 
or four years from home, the father one or two thousand dollars 
poorer. Nothing need be said of our large cities. Few will 
pretend that any private school exceis, in thoroughness for col-
lege preparation, the high schools of Boston Chicago or 8t 
Louis. ' , • 
: If it be ~id, ~d it is said, that the moral and religious train-
lDg ?f th~ youth IS neglected by keeping ~im from the academy 
or .boardmg !?chool, I can best reply by asking the many middle-
aged and old men of our land to relate their own experience in ' 
t?is matter.. Were th~ tricks fewer, the meannesses less in quan-
tity or qualIty, the habits as students better in boarding schools ' 
then, than with their sons in public school now? Did enforced 
attendance ~t early m'oming prayers before breakfast make better 
men of them? But it is useless to enumerate the evils of sending -
boys from home to school. '. 
-At a Sunday-school picnic in England a teacher asked her scholars how '. Building up. d~nominational schools i~ tearing down our pub-
they liked the sea. "Very much, miss," replied a child, "but where are the he schools.- If lD a town where a majority of the peo Ie 
tinnamies ?" "The tinnamies, my child I What do you mean?" "Why, you Congregationalists if be d' t " d . P are 
know," the child replied agaip, "the tinnamies that go with the sea. You ' . . . ' e ermtne to establish and support, a 
know the commalldment saY5, 'the sea and all the tinnamies.'" This Congregational schoal, the people can easily do it. They, Gall 
lV"j; thj: war the. chilli ~~d be~n rereatiDB "the s~ ~d ~U th~t ~n ~ell1 ~." ; put their hands in their purses, pay the bills, and. send the cbU. 
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dren to school. When town meeting arrives these citizens can-
not vote a school tax; they do not choose to support two schools; 
they must provide for their own, it is their duty to church. As 
a result the public school interest suffers, while the unfortunate 
non-sectarians, if poor, must have quiie ordinary schooling. 
The policy of the Roman Catholic Church does not materially 
differ from that in the example mentioned, although to many 
Americans the Protestant schools are less objectionable. The 
Catholic schools, however, seem to be gaining, especially in the 
education of girls, and it cannot be gainsa:d that the scholarship 
of m.any of their teachers is of a very high order. And yet they 
do not teach Roman Catholic arithmetic or geometry; neither 
does the Baptist school teach distinctive Baptist geography or 
orthography. 
The difference in schools must be chiefly in the teaching, and 
~he utmost sectarian zeal cannot make sectarilcln science. 
Not many years will elapse, we-hope, hefore all denominational 
characteristics will be omitted from colleges, and our whole edu-
cational system be free for all sects, sexes, and colors. In the 
hands of-public school men and women rests the life of private 
seho·ols. Make the one a success, then the people will have no 
use for the other. • 
ILLINOIS SCHOOL STATISTICS-ISBo. 
TAKEN FIlOM THE FORTHCOMING REPoRT OF THE STATE SUPERINTENDENT. 
CENSUS OF MINORS. 
No. males under 21 ...... ~ ............ : ... : ....... ;............................ 758,186 
N9. of females under 21 .... ;....... ........ .................................. 742,069 
Whole number of persons under 21. ................. ..................... 1,500,255 
SCHOOL CENSUS. 
. No. males between 6 and 21. .................................. , ............ 512,871 
No. females between 6 and 21 ................................... : .......... 497,980 
Whole number between 6 and 21 ........................................... 1,01"0,851 
ENROLLMENT. 
No. male persons enrolled in graded schools ............................ .. 
No. f.$!male persons enrolled in graded schools .... ; ..... : .............. .. 
No . . mate persons enrolled in ungraded schools ...................... .. 
No •. femal~ persons enrolled in ungraded schools .................... .. 
Wlloie number of person's enrolled in schools ....................... . 
COMPARUiG 1878 WITH 1880. 
1878. 
Persons under 21 ............................................. I ,496,334 
Persons between 6 and 21 ................................. 1,002,421 
Persons enrolled· .. · .. t .... •• ...... • .... • .... • .... • .... ·....... 706,733 
132,483 
134,338 
230,250 
206,970 
1880. 
1,500,275 
1,010,851 
704,041 
It will be noticed that there is an increase shown in the number of persons 
under 21, also that the number of persons of school age has increased; but the 
number!of pupils enrolled is not so large in (880 as in 1878. But this de-
crease is apparent rather than real, and is due to the fact _ that the clo~e of 
the year for statistics is now June 30 instead of September 30, as in 1878 
When the year ended ll-fter many of the schools had begun in the fall the re- . 
port would include th(enrollmen t for one year, and a large part of the pu-
pils enrolled the second year. Had the year for this report closed Sept. 30. 
,the number of pupils enrolled would probably be 721,000; that is on the sup 
position that there has been the same growth per year for the last two years, 
as was shown in the previous six years. 
DAYS ATTFNDANCE. . 
Grand total days attendance .. : .......................................... .. 
8a~e 1878 .................................................................... . 
Increase .... ~, ..................................................... ~ ........ . 
64,534,660 
63,545,650 
991,010 
SCHOOL DISTRICTS. 
NlJDlber of school districts .. , ......................... : ........................ : 
Numbe~'of districts having school five months or more ................. . 
Number of districts havingschoolless than five months ................. .. 
Num~r of districts having no schools ..................................... .. 
SCHOOL HOUSES. 
1,1,599 
1I,41l! 
76 
105 
Built during the year............................................................ 265 
Whole n·umber, school houses in state ....................................... ', 11,883 
PUBLIC SCHOOLS. 
No. of high schools ... ... .... .. ... ............... ... ......... .. .................. . 
No. graded s.::hools (includes high) .................. ..... ............... .. 
No. ungraded schools .............. ........... .............................. .. . 
Whole number of public schools ......... ..... ..... .. ............... ... ...... . 
No months graded schools were in session ............................... . 
No. months ungraded schools were in session .............. . ..... ..... ... . 
Whold number months schools were in session .. ... ................. ... .. 
Average ... ... ... ... ....................................... .. .... ................ .. 
TEACHERS. 
No; male teachers in graded schools ....... ....... ... ....... .. ...... .. ..... . 
No. female teacher in graded schools .. ... .. .... ..... .................... . .. 
No. male teachers in ungraded schools ................................... .. 
No. female teachers in ungraded schools ... ... ..................... . 
Whole number of teachers .................................................. . 
MONTHS TAUGHT. 
No. months taught by male teachers in graded schools ............. .. .. 
No. months taught by female teachers in graded schools ............. . 
No. months taught by male teachers in ungraded schools . ......... .. 
No. months taught by female teachers in ungraded schools ........... . 
Whole number months taught ............................................ . 
103 
1,081 
101923 
JI,954 
11,584 
76,370 
84,95,1 
7·4 
8,203 
33,096 
38,121 
38,827 
118,247 
Comparing graded and ungraded schools, it appears that 1!.6 per cent of 
the schools of the state are graded, and 91.4 per cent ungraded; 22.3 per 
cent of the teachers are employed in graded schools, and 77.7 per cent in un· 
graded. 
35 per cent of the months taught were . taught in graded schools; 65 per 
cent in ungraded sch~ols. 
37.9 per cent of the pupils enrolled w~re enrolled in graded schools; 62.1 
per cent in ungraded schools. 
The graded schools were in session on the average 8.3 + months; the 
ungraded; 6,9 + months. 
It should be remembered in this connection that the number of schools is 
recorded as the same as the number of school houses occupied. 
SALARIES OF TEACHERS. 
Highest monthly wages paid to male teachers .......................... . 
Highest monthly wages paid to female teachers ...................... .. 
Lowest monthly wages paid to female teachers ......... ................ . 
Lowest monthly wages paid to male teachers ............................ . 
Average paid to males ............... ..... ................................. . 
Averagepaid to females ..... .. ......... , .. ....... .. ............ ........ . .. 
DISTRICT SCHOOL LIBRARIES. 
$235 00 
165 00 
1000 . 
10 .00 
41 90 
31 80 
No. of districts having libraries...... ............................. .... ......... 9.80 
No. of volumes bought during the year..... . ......... .... . .. ... ........... ... 6,665 
Whole number volumes in libraries ... : .......................... " .... 57,726 
PRIVATE SCHOOLS. 
No. reported .................................... : ............................... .. 
Male pupils reported in private schools .................. . ................... . 
Female pupils reported in private schools ............................ _ .... .. 
, , 
Whole number ....................... .. ......................... .. ... ....... . 
No. of male teachers in private schools, as reported ................... .. 
No. of female teachers in private schools .. : ............................... .. 
60,440 
622 
8Z11 
Whole number of teachers in private schools.... ...... .............. 1>497 
ILLITERACY. 
Number of persons between i2 and 21 unable to read and write) and the 
causes of such inability: 
Indigence of parents. • . .. • . ......... .. ......................................... 326 
III health............. . . .. . . . ....... . . ....... ....... ......... . . . ..... ..... ..... 214 
Weakness of mind............... ........ ........................... . ............... . 356 
Schools inaccessible.. ..... .............. .... ... ............ ............. .... .... .. . 176 
Neglect of parents....... . . . ...... ....... . . . .............. ... ..... . . . . . . .... 2,553 
Mutes ...................... :............. .... ........................................... 5.l! 
Partially blind ............ ... ... ;....................... ..... ...... ............... .. 22 
Foreign birth ........................ :.................................... ......... 39 
Unknown ............................................................................. '. 301 
Whole number of males . ...... ....................... ........... .............. 2,350 
Whole number of females ...................................................... :.. 1,695, ' 
Grand total....................................... .. .. .. ........................ 4>045 
It is certain !hat these figures are much below the actual number of iIIite~· 
ate, of these ages in the state. The United States cenSus for 1870 sho,!ed 
that there were 27,865 persons in this state between the ages of 10 and 21 
who could not write. Accepting those figures as correct, it becomes,evident 
that there must be more than 4,045 between the .ages of J2 and 21 in the state 
who cannot read and write. 
Conclu~ed next week.) 
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CHICAG() NOTES. OFFICIAL DEPARTMENT. 
At the meeting of the Board of Education held Oct. 2S, it was determi'ned 
to open the evening schools Monday, Nov. 8, as indicated in the ~ast number 
of the WEhKLY. The only specially new feature was the resolution to close 
aJ1.Y division whose membership falls below twenty. :h~ sala~ies of teachers 
are also considerably increased over those recently paid m Chicago. 
Mr. Keith's resolution providing for an examination of candidates for 
rincipalships, or rather making the possession of principals' certificates a ~ual~~cation of all future principals, excites considerable attention and has in 
fact gone through about the saD)e transformation as the story of the Three 
Black. Crows. The number of lady principals in Chicagn is to the number 
of male princip'als as 2 is to I nearly. All the men have, we believe, prin. 
cipals' ·certificates. No lady principal has ~ princi~al's certifi~ate. Hence 
the discussion of the proposed measure and Its possible extensIOn or modlfi· 
cation has great potential ramifications, and no one can tell whose ox may 
bego.red• . . 
, The futility of subjecting ,principals of successful experience to an examin_ 
ation that may lead to a loss of standing is obvious; and the unfairness of 
requiring a · poor friendless ·man to go through a demoralizing and grimly 
heartless examination, fro~ which his fair competitors are exempt, is no less 
obvious_ While the plan of letting by-gones be by-gones, and putting up the 
bars clear to the top before all futule candidates may probably meet every 
essential need-that plan would, so to speak, enable a parcel of eleventh hour 
high grade lady principals to bite their thumbs at our present fair friends-
which would never do. . 
On the wh~le, there doesn't seem to be anything better to do than to provide 
for the examination of future new principals, and permit and encourage 
present pnncipals, who owe their places to a superintendent's favorable (in 
some cases perhaps unfavorable) opinion of their work, to go in and place 
theIDSelves on the same plane in the matter of certificates with their brethren. 
Teachers will be paid their October salaries in scrip Nov. 13. A good 
o portunity will then be afforded our thrifty friends who have saved a little 
p h to tum an honest penny by discounting the city's paper for their less 
cas . '
frugal brethren. 
_Scene i~ an Illinois school rooln.-Sarcastic teacher conducting recitation. 
. IOWA,-SUNDRY RULINGS. 
I. When school taxes are properly certified; the board of supervisors ha::e 
no discretion, but are required by law to levy the amounts, under the re-
strictions indicated in section 17So, Codes. 
2. Chapter 143, laws of ISRo, amended section IS02 so as to require the 
treasurer to be chosen outside the board in all indepmdeHt districts. If this > 
provision has been disregarded, and a member of the board chosen as 
treasurer, since he cannot hold the office, the board should declare the office 
vacant and elect his successor. The acts of a de facio office are valid until 
his disqualification becomes known. C. W. VON COELLN, 
. Superintendent of Public Instruciion. 
DES MOINES, IOWA, October, ISSO; 
ILLINOIS. 
RESULTS OF THE EXAMINATION FOR STATE CERTIFICATES. 
The report of the board appointed to examine the papers of the applicantS 
for state certificates has been made, and shows the following results: Forty-
one attended the examination; at ChiC;ago, 4; at Oregon, 4; at Galena, 4 ; 
at Pontiac, 4; at Camp Point, 4; at Springfield,s; at Paxton, 4; at- Mattoon, 
I; at Belleville, IO; at Carbondale, I. Of these, six attended to complete 
the examination, having passed in all but three (or less) studies at some pre-
vious examination. 
Upon recommendation of the board certificates have been issued to Miss 
Erneitine Mergler, Austin, J. Albert Wuest, Blue Island, A. W. Bastian, 
Tampico, A. R. Robinson, Hinsd'l.le, Henry Rulison, Durand, Fred R. Jel. 
liff, Galesburg, Miss Sasie W. Folsom, Kewan ee, Miss Emma M. Graham, 
Geneseo, J .- F. Clark, Barry, J. C. McCauley, Champaign, !sacc L. Betzer, 
Champaign, Emil Dapprich, Belleville, George F. Kenower, Mascontah, Miss 
Florena B. Holden, Greenville) D. P. Li~incott, Villa Ridj!;e. 
JAMES P. SLADE, 
State Superintendent of Public Instructio~. 
SPRINGFIELD, ILL., Oct. 30, IS80. • 
PUBLISHERS' NOTES. 
Pupil on the floor somewhat dull and supposed to be inoffensive. Subject of 
rec
'ltation, cause and effect. Pupil states an effect as a cause. Teacher' -It is excellent.-California. . 
-I can not do without it.-Pritt. y.. R. Kirk, Bdhany, Mo. 
ironically, "Well, Mr.---, which moves the other, the cart or the horse ?" -Mr. Charles Sabin, Druggist, of Rockford, Ill., has invented a Mucilqe 
Class smile and the teacher is pleased. Pupil, modestly,"Well, Prof.---, Cup for . druggists' use which is an ingenious and yet ,simple contrivance not 
that depends on whether the cart is going up hill or down?" . Class smile unsuitable for general office use. It consists of a tin box with hinged lid, and 
l' 11 1 d ' t! f I a contrivance for holding the brush or cleaning the surplus milcilare from it 
louder than before but teac ler IS 110t so we p ease as WI I ')~mer app ause. before using. The lid when turned back rests upon a movable support so 
_: .. Jansen, McClurg & Co., of Chicago, have ready a new edition of Mrs. that it may be used as a table for spreading the labels on to be pasted. When 
swishelm's Haif a Cmtury , in one volume, I2mo, $1 .5°. closed the brush handle projects thro : gh an aperture beneath the lid, in one 
_The third number of the Oriental and B iblical J ournal is at hand, and end of the box. The box will be sent postpaid for 60 cents, 'accompanied by 
two good recipes for making mucilage. . . 
contains an amount of interesting reading. Published quarterly, at two dollars _ To get the best that can be had, secure a practical education at H. B. 
er annum, by Jameson & Morse, Chicago. Bryant's Chicago Business College. 
p -In addition to the $25,000 given to Mr. Moo.iy for his ,boys' school at HORSFORD'S AOID PHOSPHATE 
Northfi~ld, another man has g~ven $1,000, and another $500, while Mr.Wes.. for Dyspepsia and NervouaneslI 
t of Boston who gave the first money for the foundation of the new semi' The late WINSLOW LEWIS, M. D., the distinguished physician of Boston 
- on, building, 'has now given $3,000 to found a scholarship, and three ladies said: : 'Ha.ving in ~y own per;;on experienced th.ose ills for ~~ich th~ Acid 
J)lIry h d t pay the expenses of educating one of the Indian girls. Phospllate IS prescnoed, I, havlD,g ~ound ~reat rehef and allevlauon by Its use~ 
have eac agree 0 ' . .. ' " . most cheerfully attest my appreciation of Its excellence." 
The dormitory; building and Mr. Moody's resldp.nce haYlDg ueen fille~ With 4 det out Doors. 
students, the managing trustee, Mr. Marshall, has alread~ ~egun fittlDg uP ' The close confineIIlent of all factory work, gives the operatives pallid 
another house for the use of still other students who are commg. faces, poor app~tite, la1.lguid, miserable feelings" ~ooJ;. blood, inactlve . liver, 
-"There was a sound of tevelry by night," kidneys and unnary troubles, and all the phYSICians and medicines in the 
. d ' h world cannot help them unless they get out of doors or use Hop Bitters the 
And joy unmixed had added Its ehg t, purest and best remeny, especially for such cases, having aoundance of heitth, 
And history graved its grateful record when, sunshine and rosy cheeks in them. They cost , but a tlifle. See another 
The Esterbrooks brought out their .Falcon pen. column.-Chrishatl R ecorder. 
_"Did you-find ~r. Spriggins, Patrick?" "I did, surr." ('What did he 
, ?" "Niver a worrud, · surr." "Not a. word?" Why not, Patrick?" 
say . . h 'd f dh' " "I 
"Because he was out, surr." "Out? 1 thoug t you sal you oun 1m. 
did, surr; 1 found him o:.u::.t::..'_' ________ _ 
Almost Young Again. 
M mother ' was afflicted a long time with Neuralgia: and a dul~, heavy 
inacJye condition of the whol~ ,system; be~~ache, !lervous plostrat1o~hand 
was almost helpless. No phYSICians. or medlcmes did her any good. h r~e 
montbs ago she began to use Hop , Bitters, with such good eff~ct t at s i~ 
seeIDS and feels young again, although over 70 years old: ~.e t~~nk tb~e I . 
no other medicine fit to use in the family."-A lady m rovi ence, . • 
_J()Urnal~ 
...,-If our subscribers will forgive us this' once, we promise solemnly never to 
do so agl!in. We have allowed other work in the printing office to delay the , 
WEEKLY, though far beyond our intention. We saw money in it, but we 
will ' lever do so agai~. 
-A contemporary acknowled~ed as at the head of the protession * * * 
our able and universally respected exchange.-PacVZc School a,,1/ HDml 
Journal. ' 
-I have found the WEEKLY a valuable aid in tbe school-room and woulli ' 
be loath to 'part with it.-A. Hr. Wiildifitld, €lrmt)', Nt6.-
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THE SCHOOL-ROOM. 
SCHOOL GOVERNMEN'T.* 
CONDENSED DIRECTIONS. 
I. School discipline, like instruction, will take form from the 
temperament and character of the teacher. A reputation for im-
partial judgment is the essential requisite of the teacher who 
governs well. 
2. Make but few rules, and do not indulge in much talking 
about infringements of them. Remember that pupils, as well 
as teachers, have rights, and that both have duties. 
3. Put yourSelf in the place of your pupils; Recall your own 
school experiences, your hopes and fears, your impulses, your 
notions, and the motives that influenced you. If you do so, 
you cannot become a tyrant. 
4. Secure order, if possible, without corporal punishment; 
but secure obedience at all hazards. In school, as in an army, 
~iscipline is essential to existence. 
5. The best way to lead pupils to study is, not by threats and 
compulsion, but by showing them how to use their text-books, 
by explaining and illustrating their hard lessons, and by appeal-
ing to the higher motives. 
6. Do not tempt your pupils to become habitually deceitful 
and untruthful, by making use of the I'self-reporting system" in 
scholarship and deportment. It is a device worthy 'o( the In-
qUIsltIOn. "It is," says F. S. Jewell, "both stupidly ingenious 
and transparently vicious." 
7. Regard all pupils as truthful until you have positive proof 
to the contrary. Children with a high sense of honor will never 
forgive you for doubting their word, or for making an unjust ac-
cusation. "The only teacher I ever intensely hated," said a 
noted instructor, "was a young woman who charged me, unjustly, 
before the school, with telling a lie, when I was only seven years' 
old~ " Trust your pupils if you wantthem to put their trust in you. 
"The sweetest praise I ever heard," said a public man, "was the 
remark made by my father when I was twelve years old: .'M y boy , 
never told me a lie in his life.' " 
8. Encourage truthfulness by rewarding full and frank confes-
sion with a remission of penalties, so far as is consistent with 
scllool discipline. Severity is one of the ' chief causes of lying 
and deceit. It excites fear, and fear seeks an easy refuge in cun-
bing and ~vasion. 
9. Whi.>pering must be repressed with a firm hand. It cannot 
be entirely prevented, but it may be checked so as to prevent 
disturbance and annoyance. One good way of checking it is to 
allow a short whispering-recess every hour or half-hour. 
10. As prevention is better than punishment, children should 
be trained to a general habit of prompt obedience in minor 
matters, so that finally they will submit readily to prohibitions 
~hich curb their strong inclinations and tendencies. 
I I. Penalties 'and punishments must be certain, and must seem 
to be the natural consequences of wrong acts. The child should 
know what he has . to expect, and wh;n.to expect it. There 
'must be no 'caprite, no variableness, no shadow of turning. The 
child soon learns to yield to the 'inevitable_ 
12. Do not worry ;"do not be discouraged; think that your 
agitation, your nervousness, will extend to your pupils. Unite 
patience with hope, gentleness with .firmness, ' equanimity with 
force of character. Have a pleasant voice and a cheerful coun-
tenance, and show yourself the, sincere friend of every pupil; let 
your school be one that will always have agreeable associations 
.Erolll")leth~ ofTeachingt hy John Swett; published. by Harper &: Brotheq; (or 
ale by S. ll~ WIncheD &; Co. .1.50. , ' 
connected with it; but if an emergency comes, be prompt and 
resolute to meet it, but always calm. 
13. Take care of the health of your pupils. See that all e~­
ercise during the time assigned for that purpose. Keep the room 
well ventilated, but expose none to draughts. A strong consti-
tution with fair abilities is better than brilliant talents in a fee-
ble frame. Many a brilliant man has broken down from want of 
stamina. It is the steady worker that succeeds. Industry, pa-
tience, perseverance, energy, endurance, are the keys 'that un-
lock the door of success, and these qualities cannot be found in 
weak and sickly bodies. 
14. Be tolerant ofthoughtlessness, and severe only in cases of 
willful disobedience. 
IS. Do not assign mental tasks after school hours as a punish. 
ment. The practice of compelling children to commit to mem-
ory or to translate, as a penalty, is educational barbarism. 
16. One of the most effective means of punishment is to de-
prive the offender of some privilege, or to cut him off from the 
society of schoolmates at recess or intermission. 
17. Among schoolboys, fighting is a constant source .of dis-
turbance. It is next to impo£sible to entirely prevent it; but 
it may be greatly lessened by cultivatmg a true sense ' of 
honor, to take the place of the conventional code prevalent 
among boys. A little good-natured ridicule will, sometimes 
prove "ery effective. ' 
18. "Strong terms of reproof," says Bain, "should be spar-
ing, in order to be effc:ctive. Still more sparing ought to be the 
tones of anger. Loss of temper, however excusable, is really a 
victory to wrong-doers, although, for the moment, it may strike 
terror." , 
19. Common sense is in the highest degree requisite for the 
right administration of school affairs. It is easy e{lough to sit 
in judgment upon the black cases and the white, but the gray 
cases are difficult ones. Nothing but sound judgment can deter-
mine a large class of school offenses. 
20. 'There is a conventional sense of honor among school-boys 
which binds them not to inform the teacher of the misdeeds of 
' their fellows. However false this code may ·be, he is an unwise 
teacher who takes ground against the school opinion, and endea-
vors, by threats of punishment, to compel pupils to become in-. 
formers. Let him put his tact against the brute power of the 
school, and he may succeed in modifying the school code ,so 
as to draw a line of distinction between the minor matters that , 
belong to the "tattling order" and the graver offenses that con- " 
cern the real welfare of the school. 
21. A foundation principle of school government isthat every 
pupil shall be allowed the largest liberty possible, without in-
fringing on the rights, interests, or convenience of 'others. 
22. Do your utmost to prevent faults before you think of pun-
ishing them. Be patient and forbearing, for obedienc;e is a habit 
formed only by long-continued training. "Avoid direct collis-
ion with childreri," says Buxton. "Have tact enough to divert 
·the child's attention from its own obstin.acy and in a few mo-
'ments you will lead it gently round to submission. 
' 23· Do not assume that the parent is your 'natural enemy, and, 
above all, do not act as if he were. Parents have rights, and 
are generally reasomble if those rights are respected . . 
24· Do not make cast-iron rules with unchangeable penalties. 
If you fail to enforce fixed penalties, you lose the respect of your 
pu~ils; and if you d() enforce them, you may often be guilty of 
injustice. Give your verdi<;~ Clnd pass sentence after the con~ 
yiction of the culprit, ' , 
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MATHEMATICAL DEPARTMENT. 
DAVID KIRK, Editor, Jackson, Minn. 
FA CTORING NUMBERS. 
A good many teachers say nothing about the process of find· 
ing all the integral factors of a number. Of course the process 
of finding the prime factors is well understood. In the general 
expressIon abc d, let the letters respectfully represent the prime 
factors. This number is not only divisible by a and band e and 
d, but also by ab, ae, ad, be, bd, cd, and by ate, abd, aed, bcd, 
and finally by abc d, the value of the number itself. So to 
find all the divisors oi a number, we multiply the prime factors 
together tWO by two, three by three, etc.; till we produce the 
number itself, and count in the prime factors, and also unity. 
In order that we may know when we have made all the possible 
combinations of factors let us proceed as follows: Take a com-
posite number, say 360, and find its prime factors; these are 2, 
2, 2, 3, 3, 5. Now form several series by writing I and 
the first, second, third, ' etc., powers of some prime factor, up 
to the highest power of that factor which is contained - in the 
given number. First let us take 2 and it~ p0.wer and form with 
I ., a series thus, I, 2, 4 8. Another senes IS I, 3, 9; another 
is I, 5. Multiply the first series by the second, term by term, 
and the following products will result: 1,2,4,8, 3, 6, 12, 24, 9, 
}:8, 36, 72. Multiply these by the third series, or rather, by 5, 
as I as 'amultiplier is of no service here, and there will arise addi-
tional factors, 5, 10, 20, 40, IS, 30, 60, 120, 45, 90, 180, 360. 
It will be seen that 360 has many integral divisors, which may 
be the reason why it was chosen -to represent the number of 
degrees in a circumference. 
======= 
FRA C'.TIONS. 
The funny man of the Detroit Free Press says that not one 
roan in 4000 has to use fractions, but every boy i:i required to stu-
dy them as ifhis life depended on a knowledge of them. No) doubt 
there is what President Chadbourne would call "waste in educa-
tion" in teaching fractions, especially in making them more 
complex than they are found to be in practical business opera-
tions. Still it is not easy to see how a thorough knowledge of 
the -principles of fractions can be dispensed with, if we value 
accuracy in computation, and desire mental discipline~ Text 
books on. arithmetic now in use treat the subject of fractions 
in a satisfactory manner. The rules in multiplication and 
division of fractions have been reduced to one in each, and the 
analyses are more rational than of old. . 
It would be well to make more prominent the fact that there 
are two ways of viewing a fraction. We may regard a fraction 
~ an expression representing one or more of the equal parts Of 
a upit (or of several units), or we may look upon it as an 
indicated division. In the beginning of the pupil's course in 
fractions, the first view is of course the proper one, but later- in 
his driU it is desirable to make the second more prominent. 
Let the pupil. be required to repeat "denominators are divisors," 
iterum £terumque, until the great truth is burned into the tissues 
of his brain, there ever to re~ain. 
In the - language of James S. Eaton, "This is the key to the 
higher mathematics." The ter:n tinproper,.as ap~lied to so~e 
fractions, is not a happy one. The questIon anses, where IS 
the impropriety. _ Is it in the thir,g define~, or in the. definiti?n? 
If improper, why use such fractions? Indeed, the Impropnety 
. seems to belong to the fractions whose . numerators are, smaller 
than their denominators, for the quotients or values of these 
cannot be independently expressed. The definition usually 
given is too restricted. Notice parenthesis above. Let the 
word "improper," in this conqs::ction, be sent to meet the 
word vulgar. 
Another remark. The definition of decimal fractions which 
regards them as the offspring of common fractions, instead of 
the decimal system of notation, is most unfortunate. We once . 
elucidated this, and will do sq again when we can spare the time. 
PROBLEMS. 
Some of our readers are doubtless out of temper because 
mistakes have appeared in their articles. We regret mistakes, 
but they are unavoidable in a periodical. 
It is not in general practicable for the departmeht editor to read 
the proof, nor is there time to take a revised proof. ,Most 
mistakes are of such a nature that they need do no 'harm. In , 
D. H. Davison's last solution, 16 1-12 was printed 16~. Now 
we all know that a body falls 16 I · I 2 feet in the first second, 
and we know that D. H. Davison knows it. Mathematical 
copy is quite difficuit to set up. We have an algebra that has , 
gone through four editions, and yet it fairly bristles with 
mistakes. ' -
But what we set about to say - is this, there is not interest 
enough taken in this department. Like some preaching, there 
is too much sameness, too much repetition in the matter. J;.et 
us have communications that are !'doctrinal,'" ' !practical," and 
"experimental." -
The following simple problems are here given: 
(I.) Required the solidity of a prismoid, height 22 feet, 
upper base 43 by 23 inches, under base 37 inches square. 
(2.) Required the contents of frustum of hyperboloid, 
transverse 200, conjugate 350, height 14, radii of bases 36 and 
20. feet. 
(3.) Differentiate (x> + Jl3 +z4)t 
THE RECESS. 
..,.QUOTATIONS FROM CARLYLE.-"What you see, yet can not see over, is as 
good as infinite." 
"Obedienc,e is our universal duty and destiny; wherein whoso will not 
bend must break; too early and too thoroughly we can not be trained to 
know that Would, in this world of ours, is a mere zero to Should, and for 
the most part as the smallest of fractions to Shall." 
"Not what I Have, but ~hat I Do is my Kingdom." 
"Love not pleasure; Love God." 
"FUN" PHONETIc.-(Malden Aunt to a taU n,ephew who has come to se~ 
her.) "While I stood up along side of you in the pew 1 could not help 
noticing your size." (Nephew.) "If I sighed I could not help lt eiili'er 
witli such a charming young lady in the next pew." , 
-Apropos of answ~rs at examinations is the following from a student of 
literature, attempting to define verse and prose: "Verse is known by its 
feet; prose has no feet, but continues right along." 
-When spelling i~ "reformed" she'll write: 
"I'm sailing on the oshun, 
The se is hi, no sale in site, 
It filz me with emoshun." 
But one "spell" will not change its name, 
For she'll be se-:sic just the saim.! 
-A person who had obtained a free railroad pass asked the road agent It 
"he could hot embrace his wife." "Probably," the official answered, ~'but ! 
prefer to see her before promising positively." -
-Wh~t has ,become of the phonograph? Would it not be a good thing to 
require reading pupilJ to practice their lessons with it? May Edison speed 
the day when we can receive from each pupil his phonograph exercise. 
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THE STATES. 
OHIO.-The annual meeting of the Central Ohio Teachers' Association 
was held in the high school quilding of Springfield, oli the 29th and 30th 
ult There were at least four hunared teachers present, Columbus alone 
sending one hundred and forty. The address of welcome was given by Mr. 
D. C. Putnam, member of the school board. Mr. C. D. Loos, of Dayton 
responded in behalf of the association. The inaugural address of Supt. W. 
.J. White. of Springfield, waS replete with solid thought. Mr. Jno. P. Patter-
son, of Washington C. H., read a paper on "Elementary Language for Com-
mon Schools." The paper was discussed' by Supts. Geo. S. Ormsby, Cole, 
John Hancock, Ph. D., C. M. Nichols, R. W. Steverson, Ph. D., and 
Hon. Jas. J. Burns. In the evening the audience was highly enter-
tained with select readings by Mrs. Eva Child Mason. The associa· 
tion acijourned at an early hour to) enjoy the Grand Republican de-
monstration that was in progress outside. The first paper of the Saturday 
morning's session was presented by 'Mr. J. H. Grove, of Delaware, subject-
"Latin in the Common Schools." This was earnestly discussed by Miss 
Anna M. Smith, of Chillicothe, and Messrs. Hancock, Patterson, Sprecher, 
D. D., Deuel, Loos, Ormsby, Stevenson, and Gordon. Col. G. A. Frambes, 
of Columbus, kept the association in good ~pirits by his pleasing description 
of the schools in his early days. This paper was discussed by Mr. L. D, 
Brown, of Hamilton. Mr. Cole, chairman of the committee on nominationr 
reported rhe following, which was unanimously 'adopted: For president, 
Hon. Jas. J. Burns. State Commissioner of Common Schools; for vice president, 
Miss Jane Blackwood, of Dayton; for secrejary, Supt. Wm. H. Tibbals, of 
Worthington; for executive committee, Messrs. C. W. BenneU and Wm. 
Richardson, and Mrs. W. H. Robinson. . 
lowA.-Professor Fellows of the University is supplying the Presbyterian 
'pUlpit of Iowa City. 
The Central mixes up the states So in its educational intelligence that we 
find it difficul~ reading: Some of its news items still await confirmation. Its 
practical selections from other journa13 are well chosen. It now has a circu-
lation of 7,500, a'nd is consequently financially sound. This is the result of 
good management. 
, Mrs. Lucy F. Hine, a graduate of the State University, has been ,chosen 
principal of the Lone Tree public schools. 
The Mitchellville public schools have closed on account of the prevalence 
of diptheria in the to~vn. 
The medical department of the State University is in a flourishing condi. 
. tion. At the beginning of the present term, a few weeks ago, 175 students 
were enrolled in the allopathic course, 43 of whom will graduate next March, 
About the same number are taking the homceopathic course. 
Rev. W. Barclay, former principal of AlbIOn Seminary, is pastor of the M . 
E. <-'hurch at Parksburg. 
Mr. J. E . Webb is principal of the Elkader public schools. 
The average age of male teachers in Decatur county is 56 years, and of 
female teachers is 20 year~. 
The German American Teachers' Association which held its meeting last 
year at Newark, N. J., will meet in Davenport some time next summer. 
My\y distinguished educators will be present. 
Normal School Noles.-The students want a course of lectures from the 
faculty.--A lot of new microscopes have arrived for the use of the class in 
"insectology."---About 225 students have enrolled for this term' and new 
ones are dropping in constantly. The total capacity of the school is not over 
260 students.---It is to be hoped that the next Legislature will do sO!lle-
thing worthy and appropriate for this noble state institution that is doing so 
much incalculable good every year.--The Normal correspondent of the 
Cdar Falls Gazelle signs hiinself"Irrepressibles." He is a genius in a mild l 
out·of·the-way, countrified manner. He says: 
"The editorial corps of the Student's Otfering for the ensuing ye.ar is as 
follows: ,Editors in Chief, W. 1. Benham and Lou P. Barrett; Associate Ed-
itors, Jessie Overman, L. J. Stanton and Ada Armstrong. Business Manager, ' 
Wilbur Davis. Under their mjlnagement, the Offering will undoubtedly 
- eclipse its former glory. Subscription price 30 cenlS, positively in advance 
, and no vegetables taken in exchange. The boys are replete with animal food. 
One of the lady stuaents recently jumped fifteen feet." . 
Th~ West Liberty. Enterprise gives some of the selections learned by the 
high school students of that town, and says: "A few minutes each day devot-
ed. to the memorizing of maxims, proverbs, and short selections from our best 
authors, will suon fUf!lish each boy and girl with a fine store of good things." 
The Des Moines Rtgilter, which-is "big" enough to tak Care of itself; has, 
his item in a recent ,issue: 
"The monopoly in it;; eagern~ss to control the school book interes~s 'of. the 
- country, is becoming unwise. H is rumored that the agents of the combllla-
tion are grooming some men as candidates for State Supetintenden~ next year. 
This is the folly of desperation. Now let it be plainly 'understood In .advance 
that any man coming up for State Superintendent in Iowa who i~ tainted' w,ith 
a remote suspicion of being in the interest of this monopoly, Will be hUrIed 
out of sight by an adverse popular majority. This paper will joyfully contrib. 
ute to this end." 
An exchange is responsible for the statement that it is an accepted article of 
faith that the Iowa school ma'am is the only perfect combination o( beauty 
and intelligence known to sclence. 
Hon. C. W. von Ccelln lectured last week before the Buena Vista county 
Normal, now in session at Storm Lake. E. Baker is conductor and C. W. 
Uoore is assistant. 
MINNESOTA.-The Pioneer Puss of Oct. 28 contained a lett~r from Co. 
Sup'!. R . W . Richards strongly urging the continuance of the Merrill text-
book 'law. The same paper contained an editorial on the same side of the-
question. The Winona R tpublican presented very strong arguments against 
it. 
MTCHIGAN.-The superintendent of the Traverse City schools publishes in 
the papers of that city, at the end of each month, a list of all citizens who 
have visited the schools during the month. ' 
Maysville, Tuscola Co., is erecting a handsome, two-story, brick school-
house, costing $1,500. 
Edwin C. Nichols, of Battle Creek, has been appointed by the governor as 
trustee of the Kalamazoo assylum, in place of Edward S. Lacy, of Charlotte' 
A $ 20,000 school house is being built at Menominee. Dr. J. D. Crawford 
is superintendent of schools; he is brother of Principal Crawford of Green 
Bay, Wis. 
The Ann Arbor Courier argues in favor of substituting the newspaper for 
the reading book in schools. 
The educational department in The Lever has been resumed, J. W. Ewing, 
editor. The issue for Oct. 30 has an article by the editor, "American educa. 
tion for Americans," by Sup!. T. C. Garner, and a lot of news items. Supt. 
Garner says, "All citizens of the republic should be compelled to educate 
their children in the English language and not be allowed to set up a Sweden 
here or a Germany there, a Holland in one place, and a France in another." 
Principal N. H., Walbridge is just as painstaking and conscientious in the 
discharge of his duties at Newaygo as he has been all the days of his life. 
Herbert E. Coles is the new principal of the schools at Athens in place of 
Rev. M. V. Rork . 
William H. Townsend, formerly principal of tbe Battle Creek high scho01 
is engaged in a prosperous business at Decatur, Colorado. He visited Battle 
Creek last week. 
W. W. Remington, who formerly taught in the Clinton schools, has latel), 
been appointed to the chair of English literature in the Agricultural College. 
The school debt of Cairo is $5,000. 
University.-The publication of 7 he University is ~o be resumed. --Prof. 
Tyler has been engaged to deliver a series of lectures at the Lowel Institute. 
in Boston, this winter.--Dr. Alex Maclean, formerly hospital sergeon, was 
in Ann Arbor recently. He is now engaged in one of the large Leadville, 
Col., mines as surgeon.--Prof. Uennequin has just completed his revised 
edition of Duffet's French Grammar. Prof. Hennequin is at work upon a 
very comple~e series of French text-books.--Prof. Watson, of the Washburne 
Observatury, has greatly improved his facilities for observation. He has 
strong reasons for believing in the ' existence of the inter-mellercurial 
pljlnet, Vulcan, and for the purpose of making more accurate observations, is 
now constructing the Watson Solar Observatory at his own expense. It will 
practica:lly consist of a large hollow tube sixty feet long, the lower end of 
which will rest in a cellar twenty feet deep.--Prof. C. K. Adams is reply-
ing in a vigorous manner, in the Detroit papers, to the attack '"pon the 
University made in a recent number of the Popular Science Monthly. 
The Adrian high school has arranged a It:cture course. The speakers are 
to be: 'E . M. Avery, of Cincinnati;' Dr. Frothingham, of Ann Arbor; A. H. 
Tuttle, Columbus, 0.; Prof. L. S. Thompson, of Purdue College. 
The Flirtt high school has also organized a lecture course to consist of six 
first-class entertainments. Season tickets are placed at $1.50. 
A night school has been started at Grand Rapids. 
WISCONSIN.-Tbe pec;>ple of Salem, Kenosha county, voted this wee~o"D 
the establis.hment of two free high schools in the t,own. 
Our subscription agent, Mr. Alfred 1,'homas, is . ~ucceeding finely in his ' 
canvass. 
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We Iiope he will be able to visit every graded school in the state. At 
present he is rambling around in the northeastern counties. He is warmly 
welcomed everywhere he goes; the principals and teachers of Wisconsin 
know when they see a good paper in the hand~ of a gentlemanly agent. 
'E. S. Richmond, formerly of Oregon, Dane county, is principal at Pewau· 
~~ . 
The high school at Jefferson has been removed to the Liberal Institute 
building which was purchased by the city for ,public school purposes. 
Princi~al Squiers has been made superintendent of the city schools. W. L. 
Gordon, ~ho was principal of the West Side school, has accepted a position 
in a normal school in Charleston, S. C. 
Geo W. Currier is principal at Stoughton. ' 
Sup;t H. B. Dike, of Polk county, was elected with a promise of $500 salary. 
The census show, over 10,000 inhabitants and his salary becomes $800' 
Nobody objects, as Mr. Dike's services are worth even more than that. 
Professor Sunderland, formerly of St. Croix county, is principal at St. Croix , 
Falls, Polk county. Houses. are so scarce in St. Croix Falls that Mr. Sunderland 
.s obliged to reside in Taylor's Falls, Minnesota, and walk two miles to hiS 
school. 
At Menomonee, J. H. Ingalls is principal, and Janet E. Stuart has been 
assistant in the high school here tor seven years. She is a graduate of the 
White~ater Normal. They have two new school houses, well fitaed up. In 
11 ther)! are lour school building'. The central building has seven teachers. 
a Principal Ackerman, of Baldwin, is now editini a paper in that place. We 
do not know the name of his successor. 
The school building at Barron, Barron county was struck by lightning last 
. mmer and the building with its entire contents burned , 
In J. E.'Uoyt, late graduate of the State University, is principal of the schools 
at Lodi. They have a new school house here, in place of the one that was 
burped. MI. Hoyt is assisted by five teachers. The schools are running 
nicely. ' . . . . . 
Principal Burton, at Sun Prame, IS a graduate of the Urilverslty, same class 
as Prin. Hoyt of Lodi. 
Kennedy Scott is principarof schools at Poynette, Columbia county, "and 
latisfies the people to aT." 
John Kelly, a graduate of the Plattville Normal, is :principal at Fox Lake. 
H . reports an atte,ndence of 200 pupils. ~r. E. Marsh, who has been in charge of Albion Academy, is now princi. 
I at ReedsbuYg. Albion Academy is f~r the prese~t closed. Prof. A. R. 
~ wall is teaching a select school on hiS own premises. 0;' A. Rogers, formerly principal at Hudson, is assistant principal of the 
Kenosha high school. He and Prin. Leach were class· mates at the Oshkosh 
Normal. . " . 
J 
es Ellis is principal at Sharon, m pla.:e of Mr. Germam. Mr. ElliS IS 
am d' d' . from Iilinois. Mr. Germain is stu ymg me .Icme. 
James Melville is. principal at Weyauwega m place of C. O. Larrabee, who 
oes into other busmess. , 
g G L. Bowman is principal of th,e Prescott schools. He is assisted by five 
lad; teachers. Mr. Reed, formerly of Prescott, is principal of schools at 
Lancaster, Grant county. 
Principal Corson, formerly assistant in the Monroe high school, is now in 
charge at Mazomanie. . 
Sup't Daniels, of Door county, was a candidate for county treasurer, conse-
uentIy he felt little interest in educational matters. Professor Graham went 
q Sturgeon Bay to conduct a state institute according to program, and found 
~o superintendent and .only ten .teachers; That. insti~ute closed in just ,one 
da and the said supenntendent IS not popular With said conductor. 
ILLINOIs.-Knox Cotmty Teachers' Assoc. will . hold its annual session 
at Knoxville, Nov. 26 and 27. The pre~ident's address will be givt:n by Mr. 
McClenahan. Mrs. Standish, of Galesburg, is to give a discussion on Ne-
cessity of County Supervision. Rev. A. R. Thain, of Galesburg, is to lecture 
on Books and Reading. Miss West will give two addresses, one on course of 
study for country schools, the other on Our Puhlic Schools vs Saloons. Among 
the exercises by the teachers themselves we note Primary Exercise, Miss 
Grimes; History, Mr. Andrews; Tests of tbe scholarship of pupils, J . D. 
French and Theo. Axline; Reading, Miss Kitty Clark; School Libraries, W. 
L. Steele, Reports of committees on county library, county fair, etc., will 
bring out much valuable discussion, which the program does not announce. 
--Miss West attended a local institute at Log City Oct. 22, and talked to 
the people in the evening.--Dr. Bateman was received at the depot by the 
students and faculty of Knox, on his return, Oct. 22. The students hope that 
his Thur,day morning lectures will' contain notes of his trip. 
Normal N otu.- The choice of contestants for ~he coming literary "tilt" of 
the societies was deferred beyond the re~ular time, but here they are at last. 
The Philadelphians place on debate D. W. Reid and Geo. Howell; on paper 
Carrie Humphrey and Lizzie Swan; on oration Jas. B. Estee ; on vocal music 
Mattie L. Beatty, on instrumental music Minnie Patter. The Wrightonians 
are represented on debate by Elmer E. Brown and Jas. V. 1IlcHugh, on pa· 
per by Jessie M. De Berard and Addie Gillan; on oration by W. H. Bean 
vocal music by Margaret Dalrymple; on instrumental music b, Myrtie Free-
man. The question for debate is not yet selected.-Mary C. Furry of Class 
of '72 is one of the "stand.bys" at Sterling. She has taught nearly all the 
time since graduation.--R. A. Childs, class of '70, paid the old school a 
visit recently.--The students took part in the recent Democratic and Re-
pUblican rallies at Bloomington. At the Republican meeting a prize flag was 
awarded to the university procession.--J. D. Huhbard is teaching near Mi-
ier, Tazewell Co.; MISS Kate Limage near LvnglHollow,'Jo. Daviess Co.--
Frank Lanning and W. C. Ramsey teach near Elliot, San Joaquin Co., Cal. 
Geo. Snapp teaches at S~Ilivan, Ill.---All. the last year's teachers of the 
Soldiers' Orphlins' Home ha.ve bcen retained and one new one has been add· 
ed. Miss Mattie Huttoon is principal and Miss Reed! a former principal, 
has returned as first assistant.---Miss Minnie Loomis,a former Normalite, 
teaches a country school west of Decatur.---Mm Martha A. Flemmini of 
class of '72, has been doing excellent work as an elocutioDist. She formerly 
taught with great success in the Peoria County Normal School, and has been 
more recently engaged in the schools of Hyde Park.--Mrs. Louisa (Allen) 
Gregory, of Olass of '70, is announced to take the lecture platform this winter 
--Principal A. M.~Scott of the Normal public school is preparing a new 
course of study with the intention of rest~ring the high school studies. 
Misctllamotls.-The past has been a bad week for gathering school news 
from our. exchanges. The only school item we have found outside of regular 
~chool columns was a single line in some paper's count:; correspondence say· 
ing '!Our school is prospering finely." We had intended to make honorable 
mention of the town whose correspondent could mention school on the eve 
of a presidential election, but alas for the fair fame of that village, its name 
has gone from our memory.--We have before us the first annual report of 
Highland public schools. Eight teachers are employed, and more than 15,000 
have been expended on the schools of the past year. The school bad six 
g..aduates last year, and all but one had taken the work in German.,.. Latin 
does not appear in the course.--Miss Coffeen report .. a pleasant school at 
Shipman, and Albert P. Lemmon s~nds a like report from Manchester.--
The institute which was to organize at Georgetown, Vermilion county, did 
not organize. The teachers in that part think they mey do better after elec-
tion is over.--Here are some more school principals who are doi~g their 
i~ Kewaunee a new room has been added to the high school. Mr. E. 
McMahon is principal. A rule of the board here provi.des t~at all ~ew teach· , 
era shall be employed on t~ial for five months, and If theu serVices prove 
tisfactory a permanent engagement is made. , 
first year's work in their present places. P. O. Stiver, Davis; J. H. Hutch. 
inson, Winnebago; Mr. Gipps, Genoa; Mr. McClanghrey, Catlin; D. 
Scherbenberger, First District, Peoria; H. L. Grant, Fifth District, Peoria; 
Rhodes Allen, Harristown, Jno. A. Boling, Lilly; Mr. McClure, Virden; T. 
J. M.cGinnis! F~irmount.--The following named teachers are employed at 
Dundee: Prmclpal Quackenbush; assistants, Sarah Fiske, Kate Mitchell, L. 
MetClllf, Florence A. Sessions, and Louise Perry. The school enrolls 
,more than two hundred pupils. 
sa Prof. J. M. Rait, principal of the high school at Two Rivers, and president 
of the Manitowoc Connty Teachers' Association, has been absent from duty 
far two weeks on account of illness. 
Principal Straetzl, of Watertown, has resigned, and his position is now 
vacant. . . . .. ' I 
Sup',t Viebahn, of Manitowoc county, has resigned hiS posl.tion as pnnclpa 
of the Manitowoc hi~h school, at the request of the peop~e, lD order that he 
JIlay devote more attention to the country schools: HI~ salary has been 
iJlcreased pro}lOrtionalIy, and $450 added for supenntendlng the schools of 
the)"irst Wa,!d, .Professor Young, a graduate oC O,kosh Normal School, 
takes the ~igh school. _ . 
======= 
-Push the canvass for the WEEKLY. Get a Dictionary a clock or a 
book·case as a premium. A little effort will do it. The Dic~onary Holder 
seems to be ~ favorite premium. , , 
-One of the best educational publications of the country.-Ctnl,.al Sc"ool journaL . 
-Webster's Unabridged Dictionary so badly worn as to be practicall 
useless may be made as good as new (or three dollanJ by len~ it to uu! 
office to be rebound. 
", 
I ," 
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If HE HOME. 
THE SAME CANTEEN. 
There are bonds of all sorts' in this world of ours, 
Fetters of friendship and ties of flowers, 
And true-lover's knots, I ween; 
The girl and the boy are bound hy a kiss, 
But there's never a bond, old friend, like this-
We have drunk from the same canteen! 
It was sometimes water and sometimes milk, 
And sometimes apple-jack, fine as Silk, 
But whatever the tipple has heen, 
We shared it together, in hane or hliss, 
And I warm to you, friend, when I think of this-
We have drunk from the same canteen! 
The rich and the great sit down to dine, 
And they quaff to each other in sparkling wine, 
From glasses of crystal and green; 
. But I guess in their golden putations they miss 
The warmth of regard to he founa in this-
We have drunk from the same canteen! 
We have shared our blankets and tent together, 
And have marched and fought in all kinds of weather, 
And hungry and full we have been; 
Had days of battle and days of rest, 
But this memory I cling to and love the best-
: . We have drunk from the same canteen! 
For when wounded I lay on the outer slope, 
With my blood flowing fast and but little hope 
Upon which my faint spirit could lean, 
Oh, then, I remember, you crawled to my side, 
. And bleeding so fast it seemed both must have died, 
' We drank from the same canteen! 
-Charles G. Halpine. 
one another . and against · the bottom. Where a stream pours 
over a ledge a basin will be found below in which the deep 
. water boils like a pot or whirls about in strong eddies, dashing 
the stones against one another. In every such place the stones ' 
will become rounded, for. the corners will of course break off. 
more easily than the stones will break in two. 
One will selclom find anything larger than cobble-stones in 
our streams at the present day, and nearly all the stones are 
small pebbles, while here and there along still reaches of the 
streams are beds of sand each grain of which is a small particle 
PJobably broken from the largp.r stones in the process of round-
ing them. 
All these things almost any boy or girl, whose eyes are open 
and who does not live on the prairie, may see right about ):lome, 
and find the stones worth looking at and talking about. In ways 
,like these we may believe that the pebbles of all sizes, in tne 
fields, the streets, the walls, were rounded by the action of wa-
ter . . We may not only say that God made them round but see 
how He shaped them as they are. The pebbles are troublesome 
enough .someti;lIes in the garden, but everyone of them tells a 
long and exCiting story of frost and storm and flood to those 
·who know how to read it.-Christian Union. 
A ' HUMMING-BIRD'S NES7. 
Dr. Thomas Brewer remarks that of the five hundred speeies 
of humming-birds found on the American continent, not one 
THE PEBBLE IN 'IHE WALL. whose nest is known fails to use spiders' silk in its construction, 
A PEBBLE, as geologists often use the word, is any rounded whether in Newfoundland or Arizona, on the banks of the stone, without regard to its size. Pebbles may be small Columbia or by the side of the Amazort,-a remarkable circum:. 
enough to be carried in a shepherd boy's pouch as sling-stones; stance considering the number and variety of the species, ami 
or they may be several inches or even feet in diameter. The the vast extent of their distribution. The abundance of hqm-
cobble-stones paving the village streets are pebbles, and the round ming-birds in _this latitude must render their nests common. 
stones built into many a mile of stone wall in some parts of the . :eut how many has the reader ever seen? I never saw but one 
country are only larger pebbles. and this I did not discover myself. It was seated on the rough, 
How came. these st ones tq be round? An apple or an orange mossy bough of a sugar maple in the woods, fifteen feet fx:om tpe 
. grows 'round upon the tree. But stones do not grow. Stones ground. The foundation seen from the inside seems to be peBets . 
. begin as pieces broken off from some ledge of rock. At the foot of wool laid like a cobble-s:one pavement, and the spider's silk 
o(any ledge one can see that stones break off in angular shapes. is wound horizontally round and round with bits of gray lichens 
Some ar;e' flat, some cubical, some are diamond-shaped, ~and all attached until the sides attain sufficient height and thickness. 
sorts of irregular forms appear. Just as a workman making Seen from below the resemblance to a knot or excrescence IS 
macadamized road breaks up the stone into fragments of. every perfect; though a cup of tissue paper of the same size would 
shape with his hammer, so rain and frost break off all sorts of hardly be more pliable., Not a stick of straw appears, the same 
fragments from t~e ledge, and these are broken still again by lichens that cover the branch are apparently growing all over the 
falling on one another. Among all the pieces at the .foot of the outside of the nest, and the joi!ling of the branch and the nest it 
-ledge you will almost ne~er find a round one. ' bears is invisible. So if the reader wishes to look for humming-
How, then, has it come about that there are so many rounded birds' nests., let him pay particular attention to the knots on the 
stones in all our fi'elds? Did God make them round at the cre- upper side of the forest trees' branches '; if he chances to see one 
ation? We might perhaps think so, if he did not show us in an inch and a half in diameter, with a humming-bird's bill pro-
every mountain brook and on the shores of our l~kes and the sea ': Jecting out of it, he has .probably fOUlid one. One may see them 
his machinery still at work turning angular stones in~o rounded gathering the silk from the large webs which reach from one 
on<;s. . branch to another in the woods, hovering before the web and 
By watching the action of the waves on a pebbly beach any- collecting the threads into their moutlis until they have got 
one can see for himself how constantly the stones along the shore nearly the whole, when they are off to their nests.-E. S. Gil- ' 
are kept rolling over one another by the m~tion of the water. bert, in. Good Company. 
Almost every,thing we can now find upon the beach had the an-
I gles and corners worn off long ago, but now and then some frag- DECLIVITY OF RIVERS. 
ment shows the rounding process still under way. A very slight declivity suffices to give the runn~ng motion to 
Brooks ana rivers also, espedally if they are broken by rapids water. Three inches per mile ~n a smooth, straight channel 
Ot waterfalls, will show the observer how "the waters wear the gives a velocity of about three miles an hour. The Ganges, which 
stopes." When ·the streams are_high, stones are rolled along in . gathers the waters of the Himalaya Mountains, the loftiest in the -
tlU! ClJJil'en~ and be20me mOre or.less rounded bY'striki!lg again$t world, is, ilt J,~99 miles from its mouth" o~ly abou"t 800 feet 
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above' the level of the sea, and to fall these 800 feet in the long , .perfect I Not so; for on p. 332 he says, "The essential nature 
€ourse the water requires more than a month. The great river of a verb .......... has never yet been determined by any received 
Magdelena, in South America, running for 1,000 miles between definiti?n that can b~ considered unobjectionable. The greatest 
two ridge~ of the Andes, falls only 500 feet in all that distance; and most acute philologists co~fes~ that a faultless definition of 
,above the commencement of the 1;000 niiles it is seen descend- this part of speech is difficult, if not impossible, to be f1:>rmed. 
ing in rapids and cataracts from the' mountains. The gigantic ............... A definition like that which is given above [his own 
Rio de la Plata has so gentle a descent to the ocean that, in Par- definition] may ,answer in some degree~ the purpose of distinc-
aguay, 1,500 miles from its mouth, large ships are seen which tion; but, after all, we mllst judge what is and what is not a verb 
have sailed against the current all the way by the force of the chiefly from our own observation of the sense and use of words." 
wind alone-that is to say, which, on the beautiful iuclined We always thought it strange that Brown and those learned 
plane of the stream, have been gradually lifted by the soft wind, and acute phil . .llogists did not see that the difficulty lay in the 
and even against the current, to an elevation greater than that preliminary assumption about parts of speech, and in the attempt 
of our loftiest spires. t~ bring under one definition words of widely different func-
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REPORTS AND PAMPHLETS RECEIVED. 
TIle Geological and Natural History Survey of Minimota. The Eighth An-
nual Report, for the year 1879. Submitted to the President of the Univer-
, sity Feb. 18, 1880. N. H. Winchell. State Geologist. 
NEW BOOKS RECEIVED. 
How BOB AND I KEPT HOUSE. A Story of Chicago Hard Times. By 
Bessie Albert. New York! The Authors' Publishmg Company, 27 Bond 
Street . . pp. 65. 15 cents. Satchel Series, No. 28. 
, TEACHERS' MANUAL OF ELEMENTARY ARITHMETIC; including Oral, Slate, 
and Written Exercises, an.d a Complete Method of Presenting Each Sub-
ject. By Malcolm MacVlc~r., Ph. D., ~L. D., Principal of the Michigan 
. Staf~ Normal School. PublIshed by Tamtor Brothers, Merrill & Co., New 
York. 
A FOOL'S ERRAND. By One of the Fools. New York: Fords, Howard, & 
Hulbert. 1880. $1.00. 
MANUAL OF THE FRENCH VERB. Showin~ its Complete Formation. De· 
signed to Accompany Every French Course. By Ellen Fret man. Cui-
cinnati: Robert Clark & Co. 1880. 18 mo. Paper, 25 cents. 
Practical Lusons in English, made brief by the omhsion of non-essentials • . 
/By J. M. B. Sill, A. M., Sup't of Public Schools, Detroit. 12mo. pp. 202) 
New York and Chicago: A. S. Barnes & Co. (Sample copy sent for 35 cts •• 
It is more than twenty years since Prof. Sill, then in the Mich-
igan State Normal School, put forth his first modest little book, 
Synthesis of the English Sentence. It was as noticeable for what 
it did not say as for what it said. Without declaring war upon 
the current technical terms and false dcfini~ions of the grammars 
in vogue, it gave a synthesis of the English sentence, avoidin~ 
falsities and words that implied them. He crowns the thirty 
years or so of study in this branch with this bright book, the very 
cream of his thought. . . 
. In no class of text-books has there been so much to dispraise 
and condemn as in grammars of every grade: Had the faults been 
in method only, someb.:>dy's method would finally have secured 
approval. But the differences in grammatical definition have 
shown want of logical and analytic power in the writer of them; 
and it has been evident for the last twenty years that the tradi-
tions of the fathers and the definitions derived in reality from 
the Greek and Latin languages must give way to more accurate 
statements, suited to modern languages: How many parts of 
speech are there? How shall we define pro7loun 7 case ' . mode 7 
gende, 1 a verb ~ a preposition 7 The ~uccessful im~ugning of the 
ordinary' definitIOns showed that untIl sUl;h questIons could be 
properly answered, we could have no science of grammar. Goold 
Brown said, in that cyclopedia of grammatical information, The 
Grammar of English Grammars, "Objectionable definitians and 
rules are but evidences of the ignorance and incapacity of him 
who frames them. And if the scienct: of grammar has been so 
unskillfully treated that almost all its positions may be plausibly ' 
impugned, it is time· for some attempt at a refor~.ation ~f the 
code. "~p. lIS. Of course, t?en, Brown's defimtlOns wlli . ~e . 
tIOn. 
We hail this book of Prof. Sill as a long and firm step in the 
direction of permaent improvement in grammatical doctrine. 
The time is ripe for rational change, we hope and believe. The 
methods of grammatical analysis of which Greene has been the 
special teacher and most efficient introducer have now become 
universally appropriated; and changes in classification and defi· 
nition, and thus in parsing, may now follow. There is ~uch 
In common between the common-sense grammar of Prof. W. D. 
Whitney and this of Prof. Sill; not because Sill has copied from 
Whitney, but because both used the thoughts that have long · 
been more or less current among all grammarians whose opin-
ions are worth anything. '. 
Prof. Sill, however, has not been rash in the way of innova-
tion. He retains as much of the old views as possible; some· 
times, perhaps, too much, ¥ in the enumeration of the parts of 
. speech. Whoever uses the book will find that all suggestions of 
change are so gradually and skillfully brought in that he MIl be 
convinced that the new is as good as the old, before he has fair-
ly become aware that it is new. There is no difficulty in under-
standing Prof. Sill's definition of a verb, nor in using it; and 
whHe the old grammarians used to say that "A verb is a word," 
etc., that is, one werd, and then stultify themselves by calling 
may have been loved a verb, though consisting 'of four words, 
Prof. Sill enables us to use the four together as a verb-phrase ; 
thus at once he saves logic and the logical sense of his pupili, 
and also has all the convenience of the old method. He deals 
with the cases of nouns skillfully; the term is not introduced . 
till long after all and more than all it ever means is made famil-
iar. In a similar manner the old di/l:culties of mode in verbs 
are dealt with. 
As to the method of the book, it deserves high 'commenda-
.tion. It begins with the .;implest form of sentence, and proceeds 
synthetically and analytically to the most complet~ for:ms, with 
abundant practical illustrations and examples for use of the pu-
pil. A mode of giving analysis in diagrams is wrought in~o the; 
lessons. Nor ,is it a slight matter thatthe examples for study ar.e 
sometimes chosen from our best poetry; thus we have, with fine 
illustrations in each instance, Longfellow's "Children's Hour," 
and "Sandalphon .;" Whittier's "River Path i" Prentice's "CIQs-
ing year ;,. and an extract from Macaulay's· "Battle of the Lake 
Regillus." . 
The printing is excellent, with wise use of a considerable 
yariety of type. In a pretty thorough reading we noticed but 
pne misprint, the word man for tre~ on p. 157. The paper is 
smo~th and firm and the whole appearance of the book is at-
tractIve. 
In co~cl~sion, though this is not an elementary book, it is so 
~itten that it may be successfully used with pupils of any grade 
old enough ta study grammar at all. 
1'he Educational Weekly. 
LIl ERAR Y NO:l ES. . 
~Contempora,.} Review for October: "The Unity of Nature," 
by the Duke of Argyll; "On the Sources of History and how 
they can best be Utilized," 'by . James Gairdner; "Why Keep 
India?" by Grant Allen; "Through Siberia: by Way of the 
Amur and the Ussuri," by the Rev. Henry Lansdell; "Theology 
and Materialism," by the Hon. Justice Fry; "Mythical and 
Medireval Swords," by Lady Vellley; -"Recent Speculations on 
Primitive Religion." by John Rae; "V.)ters .Not Votes: The 
Relati\;,e Strength of Political Parties as Shown by the Last Two 
General Elections," by Alfred Frisbie; "The Origin of Music," 
by J. F. Rowbotham; "Galileo and the Roman Inquisition," by 
Professor Reusch; "The Black Robe," by Wilkie Collins. 
New York: George Monroe publi~her. Price 20 cents. 
-Scribner's M011thly for November is an impressive number 
of a favorite magazine. Ids the first number of a new year in 
its history, and its publishers have thought best to dress it in a 
cover very different in design from the ola' familiar one. The 
design may suit s()me peol:ie, perhaps those' not American, or 
those who worship medireval times, but most people will agree 
that a good thing has been exchanged for a poor one. The 
color is pale brown, as far as possible from anything cheerful or 
pleasing to the eye. The design is in the style of the Renais-
sance, which means th~t it is without design or meaning; and 
the lettering is in ·the ugly style of the middle ages. The inter-
ior of the magazine is sensibly modern. It is peculiarly rich 
in illustrations. The froncispiece represents ~ 'The Sower," 
Millet's well-known picture. A very fine portrait of Gladstone 
is printed in the body of the magazine, full page, also a smaller 
one of' Walt Whitman, which will be regarded with interest. 
The other engravings and the literary character of this number 
are first class, as usual. 
-Students of , French will find the little Mallualof the Frencll 
Verb recently published by Robert Clarke & Co., Cincinnati, 
very helpful in arriving at a clear and thorollgh understanding 
of the subject. It is the result of successful teaching and may 
be used with any text-book. Sent by mail on receipt of twenty-
nve cents. 
- Our Little Ones is a new magazine for very little folks, 
_p~blished by the Russell P~blishing Co., 149 Tremont street, 
Boston. The cover is 'attractive and suggestive, which is a good 
thing in itself. The contents are equally pleasing, and we 
gladly give the youngster welcome. Its editor, "Oliver Optic," 
has long been known as a welcome writer for the young, and 
we predict a successful future for the periodical under his man-
agement. Judging from the first number, we think it would be 
a good reading-book in the two lowest gra,des in the school-
room. The pictures are good,' and the prospectus states that 
the very best artists are to be employed, and only original draw-
ings, made expressly for this m~zine, will be used. We hope 
the hearts of many little folks will be made glad by a subscrip-
tion for the year. 
-·Contents of the Nineteenfll Century for October: "Obstruc-
tion of 'Cloture' " by the Right Hon. Lord Sherbrooke; "The 
Creeds-Old and New," 'by FTederic Harrison; "The Class: Its ' 
History and Laws: I." by the Lord Chief Justice of England; 
"Th~Unstable Equilibrium of Parties," by E. D: J. Wilson; 
"Petty Romany," by Joseph Lucas; "Wapiti Running on the 
Plains;" by the Right Hon. Earl of Dunraven; "Diary of Liu 
Ta .. jen's Mission to England," Translated by F. S. 'A: Bourne; 
"The Philosophy of Crayfish~s,'.' by the Right Rev. the Lord 
Bishop of Carlisle; "Political Fatalism," by H. D. TraiJI; 
DemoniacalPossession in India," by W. Knighton; "Alexander 
Dumas," by Walter Herries Pollock; "The 'Portsmouth Cus-
tom,'" by Lord Lymington, M. P.; "Sunrise: A. Story of 
These Times," Chapters XXVII. to XXXI., by William Black. 
American reprint by George Munroe, 17 to 27 Vandewater. 
street, New York. Price, 20 cents. 
-The North f1.lIlCriCa11 Review for November contains the 
usual quantity of timely and valuable articles: "The Monarch-
ical Principle in our Constitution," by W. B. Lawrence; "The 
Advantage of Free Religious Discussions," by Bishop W. C. 
Doane; "The Republican Party as it Was and Is," by Mont-
gomery Blair; ' 'The Ruins of Central America. Part 111.," by 
Desire. CharnaYi "The Nicaraugua Route · to the Pacific," by 
Rear-Admiral D. Ammen; "The Coming . Revision of the 
Bible," by Rev. Dr. Howard Crosby; "Recent European Publi-
cations," by Prof .. T . F. Crane; "The Political Situation from 
a Financial Standpoint," by E'. D. Morgan, J. J. Astor, Hamil--
ton Fish, Robert Lenox Kennedy, J. Pierpont Morgan, E. P. 
Fabbri, Charles H. Russell, John A. Stewart, J. D. Vermilye, 
Henry F. Vail, Benjamin B. Sherman, David Dows, William Ir. 
Macy, Samuel Slo'an, Levi P. Morton, 'George Bliss, Jesse Selig-
man, George ' T. Adee, Cyrus W. Field, John W .. Ellis, Isaac 
Sherman, J. N. Phelps. Published by D. Appleton & Co., 
Ne1V York; five dollars per year. Single numbers fifty cents. 
...:.....The International Review for November contains "West 
Point and the Colored Cadets," Prof. George L. Andrews, 
(West Point); "The Fren'ch Republic and the Jesuits," E. De 
Pressense, (Paris, France); "The 'Muster Vorstellungen' at 
Munich," T. C. Felton, (Munich); "The State and the Rail-
roads," Charles S. Baker, (New York); "Boston Lawyers in 
the Old Days," John T. Morse, Jr. (Boston); "State Debts and 
Repudiation," Robert P. Porter. (Washington, D.C.); "Con-
temporary Literature." For sale by newsdealers and book-
sellers. Price, by mail, postpaid, 50 cents. Five dollars a 
year. Published monthly. A. S. Barnes & Co., Publishers, 
III & II3 William Street, New York. 
THE WORLD. 
NEWS RECORD CLOSING MONDAY, NOVEMBER 1,1880. 
-Excitemenf remains at a high pitch in Ireland. Parnell visited Lime-
rick Nov. I, and was met a mile from the city by the reception committee 
and corporation, and was escorted by a procession of 50,000 persons, in. 
cluding 3,000 horsemen. Healey, Parnell's secretary, and Walsh have been 
arrested and committed for trial. 
-War between Turkey and Greece is seriously threatened. 
-Severe storms and floods are reported throughout Germany. 
-President Hayes has. appointed the 25th of November as the National 
Thanksgiving Day. 
- U. S. Grant J r , ·youngest son of the General, was married ~ ov. I, to 
Miss Fannie J. Chaffee, only daughter of Senator Chaffee, of Colorado. The 
marriage occurred in New York City. General Grant yielded. his vole in Ga· 
lena, I1l~, to attend this wedding. 
-Von Moltke celebrated his eightieth birth-day Oct. 26 • . He that day de-
clined the title of Prince tendered him by the Kaiser. 
-The total number of immigrants who landed in the United States du~ing 
the month of September was nearly 55,000. 
-E. D. Mansfield, a well-known journalist and scholar, died at his. resi-
dence in -Morrow, Ohio, O~t. 27. He was one of th~ ablest political writers in 
the West, his articles for niany years appearing in the Cincinnati Gazette. 
-A new York lady was examining an applicant,.for the office of maid -of-
all-work, when she interrogated her as follows f "Mary, can you scour tin. 
war~ with alacrity?" "No, ma'am'; I always scour it with sand." . 
